God’s Sovereignty
John 7:16-17
Introduction

Some Christians have a rather limited view of Satan and God. They see Satan who has many demons to do his bidding and God with many angels serving him. They view this as a war between the forces of good and evil that God will ultimately win. They can become like spectators who are just satisfied with the assurance that they are on the winning side, but their personal involvement and responsibility is not apparent. 
Others seek knowledge. They learn that God will throw Satan and his demons into hell for a thousand years, after which he will be released for a short season to tempt those who were born during the millennial reign. After that comes a final judgment followed by an eternal heaven and hell. 
The great danger is wanting to learn and understand God without the desire and intention of serving and obeying. Anyone who makes a study of the attributes of God may soon lose interest in knowing him. 
God is All-powerful and All-knowing (Greek: "omnipotent and omniscient"). He is eternal and everywhere present.
In recent years I have been hearing more and more mention of God’s sovereignty. I can’t help but wonder how much thought speakers have actually given to this matter. 

Some take omnipotence to mean that God is in complete control. A false Calvinism has evolved that says only those ordained by God can be saved while others are ordained to spend eternity in hell. The human can not change this. 
Others emphasize that God is omniscient and knows the past, present and future. There are no surprises for him. 
2. God’s Great Eternal Mission 

a.
Ever since Adam and Eve sinned, God has been seeking and gathering a people who choose to love, honor and serve him. 

b.
All this was carefully planned and orchestrated by God, yet he was careful that none of these people would be coerced or forced to join. He wants people to have a free choice.

c.
Noah was one of few persons during his lifetime who accepted God and his sovereignty. 

d.
There were many others down through the ages, but they always constituted a small minority. Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph etc. 

a.
The primary purpose and desire of God is the salvation of the lost. Jesus came to die for us. Not one of his faithful servants and not even an angel in heaven was qualified or able to provide salvation to sinners.

b.
The "Great Commission" (incidentally, that is not a biblical expression) was given explicitly to disciples, believers who desire to serve God and do his will. It is OUR MISSION and will never be relegated to the unsaved. That is why we are told to "test the Spirits" 

Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God: because many false prophets are gone out into the world. (I John 4:1)

God prefers to use godly, loyal servants who faithfully seek to do his will, but there are also times when God chooses to use the enemy to serve his purposes.  
 In Creation

Creation of the World was not a Miracle

When we read of miracles in the Bible, we must remember that this is man’s perspective. With God, there is no such thing as a miracle because he is sovereign.  

b.
We know that the moon is a speck of dust compared to the sun and the latter is one of the smaller stars among billions of others, yet Genesis 1:16 says that "God created the sun and the moon …and the stars also" as though they were something trivial! I hear some Christians say, “God just spoke all creation into existence!” 

c.
Man perceives certain acts as miracles because we cannot understand or fathom how they were accomplished, but we should refrain from picturing God as a great genie with a magic wand, thus transferring the glory that belongs to God alone to a fairy tale character!  

d,
Most of the Lord’s “miracles” were healings, but Jesus also commanded the wind and waves, sent Peter to catch a fish that would have enough money in its mouth to pay their taxes, and he raised Lazarus from the dead after four days. 

e.
In most places, the Bible just speaks of “signs and wonders” and the Greek words that are translated “miracle” mean “sign,” “token” or “indicator.” 

f.
God called his creation “work” and when he was finished creating the world, he rested from his work. We have no idea how God created the world, but he must have planned and considered and prepared for that creation week. 

When a trained and accomplished pianist plays a great composition on the piano, it may seem like child’s play to the novice, but most of us know that a lot of practice and thought went into both composing and playing that piece and even in the construction of the piano.  That was hard work! 
2. In the Old Testament

a.
God used the Egyptians (and Joseph) to sustain Israel in famine.

b.
He used another Pharaoh to provide a good education and preparation for Moses.

c.
He sent a heathen prophet, Baalam, to bless Israel and foretell the appearance of the star of Bethlehem.

d.
Gad used Nebuchadnezzar, Darius and others to do his bidding. 

e.
In the book of Job from beginning to the end, God was in complete control of every circumstance. God permitted Satan (used him) to test Job but specified limitations on what the devil could do.

3.  In the New Testament

a.
God used wicked King Herod to build a magnificent temple in Jerusalem, but he hindered him from killing the Messiah as a helpless baby. 
b.
When Jesus was in the prime of life, the Roman Governor, Pontius Pilate, examined him three times and pronounced him innocent, but God allowed the religious leaders of the Jews to succeed in crucifying him. 

c.
God permitted Satan to tempt and test Jesus 40 days in the wilderness

